Keloid fibroblasts in culture: abnormal growth behaviour and altered response to the epidermal growth factor.
Keloid fibroblasts were propagated in culture and their proliferative behaviour and response to the Epidermal Growth Factor (EGF) were studied. Keloid fibroblasts grew at a rate which was approximately one-half that of normal age, sex and race matched control fibroblasts. Keloid fibroblasts were stimulated to grow in the presence of EGF (10 ng/ml), but to a lesser degree than the normal control fibroblasts. Scatchard analysis of the binding data obtained using 125I-labeled EGF revealed no difference in binding affinity or receptor numbers between keloid and normal fibroblasts.